January Newsletter
Happy 2019!
As you see, for the new year, we're trying out a new look and format. This year we're hoping
to be able to bring you more dynamic and interesting content. We are hopeful that you will
find this format easier to read and more informative, too. So, please bear with us while we
work out the bugs— and by all mean, let us know what does and doesn't work for you.
Thank you! --Leslie Mundy, Editor

RI Farm Energy Workshop
February 5, 2019 5:30 to 7:30 PM
Portsmouth Free Public Library
2658 East Main Road, Portsmouth, RI
Find out more about
what Rhode Island Farm Energy programs can do for you!
If you are an agricultural producer or an ag-based business
and you are curious about whether renewable energy or energy efficiency
can benefit your operation; and if you are wondering about what incentives
and funding opportunities may be available to you,
you need to come to this workshop!
TOPICS WILL INCLUDE Information on:






The RI Agricultural Energy Program (RIAgEP)
The USDA's Rural Development Rural Energy for America Program (REAP)
Commerce RI's Renewable Energy Fund (REF) grant
The USDA-NRCS' Agricultural Energy Management Plans (AgEMP)
and Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP)
The Office of Energy Resources' Farm Energy Efficiency Program

PLEASE CALL OR EMAIL US TO REGISTER FOR THE WORKSHOP
info@rifarmenergy.org or 401-500-0399
There is no snow date for the workshop. Please call or email for cancellation notice.
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GEOTHERMAL WORKSHOPS
We are planning on TWO workshops this spring. Dates are TBD.
We will let you know the exact dates as soon as we can schedule them.
Meanwhile, if you are interested in finding out if you are eligible for a free geothermal
assessment; visit our web site to download a Geothermal Assessment Intake Form.

Need help taming those wild energy hogs?
There are several ways to save energy (and money) on your farm depending on what type of
infrastructure and operation you have. The first step to reducing farm energy costs is
determining where you use energy in your operation.
If you are a National Grid customer and own or rent a farm in Rhode Island, you are eligible to
participate in the Rhode Island Farm Energy Efficiency Program!
This program provides a free, no-obligation energy audit that gives recommendations on how to
improve the energy efficiency of your farm. It also provides financial incentives for
recommended energy-saving measures.

Start here:
Call 1-800-332-3333
to schedule your free energy audit!

Need help establishing or growing a small business?
RIFSA
Rhode Island Farm Service Agency
(401) 828-8232

Rhode Island SBA District Office
Phone: 401-528-4561
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2019 Grant Application Opportunities
The Rhode Island Agricultural Energy
Program is a competitive grant program for the
implementation of agricultural projects that
improve energy efficiency and facilitate renewable
energy. This is a new collaborative project of RI
RC&D, the Rhode Island Department of
Environmental Management, Division of
Agriculture, and Office of Air Resources and the
Office of Energy resources.
RIFEP Application deadline: 29 March 2019
Download 2019 RIAgEP Applications
Contact: Jo-Anne Pacheco, Program
Coordinator, RI Farm Energy Program
Rhode Island RC&D
info@rifarmenergy.org
401-500-0399
------------------------------------------------------------Rural Energy for America Program (REAP)
grants can provide assistance to Ag producers and
Ag-Based Small Businesses who are eligible with
Renewable Energy (RE) and Energy Efficiency
(EE) projects.
REAP grant deadline: 1 April 2019
Contact: Jonathan Burns
USDA – Rural Development MA/CT/RI
Jonathan.burns@ma.usda.gov
(508) 295-5151 Ext. 7238
------------------------------------------------------------The Rhode Island Commerce Corporation
Renewable Energy Fund (REF) funds renewable
energy projects in:
Small Scale Solar— Block 20 CLOSED — Next
Block opens 3 June, 2019
Commercial Development— Block 19 opens 28
Jan 2019, 9:00 am— Due 22 Mar 2019
Contact: Annie Ratanasim
Renewable Energy Program Manager,
Rhode Island Commerce Corporation
Annie.Ratanasim@commerceri.com
401-278-9100 X 196
-------------------------------------------------------------

Farm Energy Efficiency Program
The Rhode Island Office of Energy Resources in
collaboration with National Grid offers
FREE energy efficiency audits for farms.
Incentives and rebates are available for many
energy efficient measures.
To get started please call 1-800-332-3333 and
identify yourself as a farm.
Contact: Carrie A. Gill, Ph.D.,
Program Services Officer
Office of Energy Resources,
Farm Energy Efficiency Program
Telephone: 401-574-9121
Email: Carrie.Gill@energy.ri.gov
For more information on the Farm Energy
Efficiency Program visit their web site at:
www.energy.ri.gov/efficiency/farmenergy
------------------------------------------------------------Agricultural Energy Management Plan (AgEMP)
This is a Conservation Activity Plan personalized
to ensure coverage of each farm’s main energy
uses. An AgEMP is an analysis of a farm’s
foundation and management that provides
recommendations on how to reduce energy use.
Contact: Alan Gillespie,
State Conservation Engineer
USDA-Natural Resource Conservation Service
60 Quaker Lane, Warwick, RI
alan.gillespie@ri.usda.gov
401-822-8812
www.ri.nrcs.usda.gov
------------------------------------------------------------C-PACE Rhode Island
Commercial Property Assessed Clean Energy (CPACE) is an innovative program that is helping
commercial, industrial and multi-family property
owners access affordable, long-term financing for
smart energy upgrades to their buildings.
C-PACE Rhode Island Participating
Municipalities
For more information, you can watch this video
How C-Pace Works or visit the RI-CPACE website.
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Links to Information about
Techniques and Technologies for Energy Efficiency
USDA Alternative Farming Systems Information Center:
Energy Efficiency
Information about energy efficiency techniques and technologies, ongoing research, policies and
programs available to help agriculture operations and farmstead residences reduce energy use.

Agricultural Marketing & Resource Center, a national information resource for value-added
agriculture: Farm Energy Efficiency
Extension.org
Introduction to Energy Efficiency and Conservation on the Farm
"Fuel and electricity use on farms is just as important to sustainability and energy savings, as use
of soil and water. Energy efficiency is an integral part of sustainable agriculture. While U.S.
farms have almost doubled their average energy efficiency over the past 25 years, most farms
still have good opportunities to save energy and money."

14 Ways to Save Energy on Your Farm:
Begin Your Battle of the Bulge with Btus
It’s like going on a diet. You need to know where the Btus are going to guide your changes. The first
step is to check out use patterns….

Renewable Energy & Energy Efficiency: Where to Start
If you are interested in learning about available funding opportunities and incentives for
Renewable Energy Systems and/or Energy Efficiency Improvements, the RI Farm Energy
Program can help you. RIFEP offers farm site visits to discuss available funding opportunities
and incentives for making Energy Efficiency improvements or installing a Renewable Energy
System.
To schedule a site visit, contact Program Coordinator Jo-Anne Pacheco
info@rifarmenergy.org or call our office: 401-500-0399.
We look forward to hearing from you!

Free Energy Audit
If you haven't already had an energy audit, do it now. Finding out where you could potentially
save energy can start you on the path to making changes that can save you money. Even if you
are only thinking about looking into alternative energy, we can help you get started, so give
RIFEP a call at 401-500-0399.

REAP Webinars Online
If you would like to learn more about the REAP application process, the REAP Application
Overview will provide an outline of REAP grant guidelines and application requirements, while
Demystifying DUNS & SAM will walk through the processes for obtaining these numbers step by
step. Check them out!
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A new study shows that women farmers and
landowners are key to conservation...
"When it comes to harnessing the ability of America's farms and ranches to combat climate
change, women farmers and non-operating landowners may be the key to success.
"There are now nearly one million women farm operators and over half-a-million additional
women landowners who lease their land to farmers.
"A new report, along with illustrative profiles and videos, recently released by American
Farmland Trust's "Women for the Land" initiative has found that women landowners are
important in the broader implementation of conservation practices on farms. The report,
"Testing the Women Landowner Conservation Learning Circle Model," also shows women-only
learning circles work as a means for expanding conservation actions and women who
participated want to learn more.
"AFT believes supporting this underserved group is critical to more widespread adoption of
environmentally sound farming practices."
Learn more about this new research and AFT's "Women for the Land: Empowering women
landowners to conserve their land" initiative at www.farmland.org/WomenForTheLand.
Related article from AFT: Farms Under Threat: The State of America's Farmland

AFF Supports Farm Bill Conference Report
that Recognizes Family Forest Owner Needs
Statement from AFF President and CEO Tom Martin
WASHINGTON, D.C. (December 12, 2018)— The American Forest Foundation (AFF) a
leading conservation organization that helps America’s family forest owners care for their land,
today expressed strong support for the 2018 Farm Bill conference report, which includes new
tools and support for stewardship of family forest lands.
“Family forest owners want to do right by their land to improve wildlife habitat,
protect clean drinking water, and increase sustainable wood supplies that benefit all
Americans. One of the biggest obstacles preventing these family landowners from
active stewardship is the cost of forest management,” said Tom Martin, President and
CEO of AFF.
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Attention, all women!
Do you own or manage a woodlot?
Do you need some help managing it?
Would you like to connect with —
Other women who own woodlots and experts in woodlot management?

We may be able to help you.
This spring, a grant from the Rhode Island Tree Farm Committee is allowing the Rhode Island
Resource and Development Area Council to partner with the Natural Resources Conservation
Service (NRCS) and the Rhode Island Forest Conservators Organization, to present a series of
workshops to help bring together and help educate women who already own or who are
interested in owning and managing woodlots.

Please plan to join us on

Saturday May 4, 2019
9 a.m. to 12 p.m.
Canonicus Camp, Shaub Lodge
54 Exeter Road, Exeter, RI 02822
(DIRECTIONS)

To reserve your place
(or to tell us you can't attend, but would like more information)
please email Paul Dolan of RI RC&D.


Related Article from EcoRI News:
Preserved Open Space a Public Good But What's Its Value?

6

Newsletter of the Rhode Island Farm Energy Program

Newsletter of the Rhode Island Farm Energy Program
Jo-Anne Pacheco, Program Coordinator
Email: info@rifarmenergy.org
Telephone: 401-500-0399
Web Site: http://www.rifarmenergy.org
Leslie Mundy, Newsletter Editor
Email: leslie@rircd.org

A project of the Rhode Island Resource & Development Area Council, Inc.
Paul Dolan, RI RC&D Area Director
401-500-0399
Web Site: http://rircd.org
Mailing Address:
RI Farm Energy Program
c/o RI RC&D
2283 Hartford Avenue, Johnston, RI 02919

7

